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Telemundo 47 interviews Raymond Ocasio at a recent immigration DACA Drive at La Casa’s 39 Broadway Adult 
Education Center. See page 7 for the story.  Photo Credit: Anibal Alvelo 

 IN THIS ISSUE 

 

Happy New Year! The start of 2015 calls for 
reflection about 2014 and a look forward to 
what may be to come. 

While our Early Childhood teachers and staff 
provide excellent NAEYC accredited 
educational opportunities for our 255 three 
and four year olds, together with a Newark 
consortium of Pre-K providers, we continue 
to advocate for a sufficient budget allocation 
to cover the real cost of the program.  

Youth, Family & Health Services continues 
to provide a range of critical programs to the 
community. Family Success Centers offer a 
community setting for residents to converse, 
engage in fitness activities like yoga and 
Zumba, and access assistance. Last year we 
educated 5,000 of some of the most difficult 
to reach people about affordable health care 
and enrolled more than 500. This year 
despite limited funding, we continue to 
educate residents and have partnered with 
the region’s navigator to ensure people 
receive the support they need. More children 
are enrolled in our after school programs 
with the new NJ Department of Education’s 
“21

st
 Century Community Learning Center” 

program, a five year student-led after-school 
enrichment program focused on civic 
engagement at McKinley School. (See page 
4.) 

Our Personal Development Division leads 
the way in adult education program  

 

development. We are aligning our High 
School Equivalency curriculum (formerly 
GED) with the Common Core standards 
which will be shared with other providers 
across the state. We may also offer an 
alternative high school program pending a 
green light from the school district. While the 
Baraka Administration now runs the City’s 
ex-offender re-entry program, there may be 
a role for us, given our expertise in the field.  

Students in our adult education and Pre-K 
programs at 39 Broadway are benefiting 
from a completely renovated center. Next 
door, while the initial plan to develop a new 
community center was suspended due to 
poor programmatic and financial conditions, 
we’re excited to move forward with a new 
playground and outdoor space. 

The demand for Home Energy Assistance 
and Weatherization is higher than ever and 
we’re well equipped to handle the need. Last 
season we completed 42,217 requests for 
energy assistance and since 2010 we’ve 
weatherized 3,183 units, with 739 in 2014, 
despite many regulatory challenges and 
budgetary constraints.  

Our Community & Economic Development 
staff has been busy coordinating 
revitalization programs with the City of 
Newark and increasing capacity of the Lower 
Broadway Neighborhood Association. Read 
about streetscape improvements and a 
mural program in this issue.   

 

#GivingTuesday Campaign Helps 
Meet Community Needs 

Hundreds of families and children enjoyed a more festive 
holiday season thanks to generous contributors of La 
Casa’s #GivingTuesday™ campaign. Page 5 

 

The Gates Project: A 
Neighborhood Love Story 
A local artist adds to the beauty of the Lower Broaday 
Corridor. Page 6  
 

Winter 2015 

From the Desk of Ray Ocasio, Executive Director 

 

 

Director  

 

 

Director 

Continued on Page 6 
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A Board Member 
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La Casa de Don Pedro would like to 
recognize the outstanding service of 
Board Members, Ivan Arocho, Donna 
Lorenzo and Rosalind Murphy, whose 
terms came to a close at the end of our 
2013-2014 fiscal year.  

As a non-profit organization, the work of 
our Board Members is incredibly valuable 
to our success. Thank you to each of 
these former Board Members for their 
hard work and commitment to helping 
maintain a strong and effective 
organization. La Casa is grateful for their 
service and dedication to our mission and 
our programs! 

 

“Every child should be able to attend 
school feeling that he or she is in a safe 
and secure learning environment,” said 
Ray Ocasio, Executive Director. “La Casa, 
the local community and other 
community organizations continue to 
work to make this a reality.” 

We are delighted that all three individuals 
will maintain their relationships with La Casa 
and look forward to working with them in the 
years to come. 

   

Thank You for Serving! 
 

Rosalind Murphy & Ivan Arocho. Not 
pictured: Donna Lorenzo 

Rita Robles, La Casa’s Vice-President has 
been a Board Member since 2005 and Board 
Vice-President since 2013. Rita is Vice 
President & Assistant General Counsel of 
Legal Services of New Jersey.  

Why do you love La Casa?  
La Casa has been a true icon in the 
community.  I admire that the organization 
has kept its grassroots approach, sustains its 
mission and remains relevant and vital in the 
neighborhood and throughout the city.  
 
What do you enjoy most about being on 
our board?  
I spent 36 years of my life in the 
neighborhood where La Casa has always 
been and I feel like I have a responsibility to 
give back to a place where my roots are.  
 

Of all of the programs and services we 
offer, which one speaks to you most? 
Just about every program speaks to me but 
the one that will always leave me with fond 
memories would be “Familias Unidas” (the 
early childhood program).  When I was 
younger and lived on Highland Avenue, I 
would have to pick my little brother up from 
the 75 Park Avenue location.   
 

 

 

I also like the afterschool programs. I think it 
provides children with a safe place to go after 
school instead of being idol or home alone.  

It’s clear that you are an incredible friend to 
La Casa. Please tell us more about your 
volunteer work outside of our organization.   
I am a former Board Member of the Salvation 
Army in Newark. I also sat on the Newark 
Board of Education Advisory Board in early 
2000. Currently, I teach the children’s ministry 
at my church, Oasis Church in Rahway. I also 
volunteer at the North Reformed Church food 
pantry on Broad Street in Newark.  
 
As a supporter, leader and Board Member, 
why do you feel it’s important for others to 
support us? 
I believe that civic responsibility is a part of the 
fabric of our culture. I think we all have an 
obligation to share our talents, treasure or time 
with those in need. I also believe that when you 
support La Casa you can comfortably know 
that your contributions are being used 
effectively.  The organization is extremely 
transparent and open to answering questions 
about how funds are being applied.  
 

Rita Robles 

 

La Casa de Don Pedro 
75 Park Avenue 
Newark, New Jersey  07104 
973.482.8312 
www.lacasanwk.org 
 

Board of Directors 
Richard Roper, President 
Rita Robles,Vice-President 
Jesús Mercardo, Secretary 
Daniel Czerniawski, Treasurer 
Gloria Ramos, Secretary-at-Large 
Arcelio Aponte 
Margaret Cammarieri 
Eltia Galarza-Montano 
Dawn Gammon 
Lanny Kurzweil 
Zoraya Lee-Hamlin, Ex-Oficio 
Rosalind Murphy 
Fatimah Raymond 
Nicholas Scalera 
John Schachtel 
Richard Thigpen 
Grizel Ubarry, Advisor 
 

Senior Management 
Raymond Ocasio, Executive Director 
Carrie Puglisi, Director of Program & Fund  
Development 
Raquel D. Merlino, Chief Financial Officer 
Julia Ochoa, Director of Finance 
Enid Roldán, Director of Business Office 
Martha Villegas, Division Director, Early Childhood  
Edward Hernandez, Division Director 
Youth, Family & Health  
Rosalina Melendez, Division Director, Personal 
Development 
Norma Sessa, Division Director, Community 
Improvement 
Alle Ries, Division Director, Community & Economic 
Development 

 
 

To learn more about how to get  involved with La 
Casa’s Board of Directors and other committees 
call 973.482.8312.  
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RECENT GRANT AWARDS ROUND -UP 

 

 ArtStart grant to support La 
Asociación de Barranquiteños de New 
Jersey’s Arts and Music  Festival. 

 Capital One grant to support Project 
Restart Housing Program.  

 Citi Foundation for community 
economic development efforts. 

 The Deluxe Foundation for workforce 
development efforts. 

 Essex County Workforce Investment 
Act for adult basic education.  

 Green Streets Summer Youth 
Program to support Youth, Family & 
Health Services. 

 The Horizon Foundation for New 
Jersey to support the Healthy Living 
Initiative. 

 Hispanic Federation to support 
immigration services.  

 Hispanic Federation Latino CORE 
grant to centralize asset management 
and maintenance procedures. 

 HOPWA to support housing 
opportunities for people living with 
HIV/AIDS. 

 Housing & Community Development 
Network for Hurricane Sandy 
assistance outreach. 

 Investor’s Bank to support general 
operations. 

 The IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ for 
immigration services. 

 NeighborWorks America to support 
community & economic development 
efforts. 

 NJ Department of Education’s 21
st

 
Century Community Learning Center 
grant for after school enrichment. 

 Prudential Foundation to support 
general operations. 

 Prudential Foundation to support 
summer enrichment program.  

 Santander Bank to support general 
operations. 

 The Schumann Fund of New Jersey to 
support general operations. 
 

FAST FACTS 
 

  

42,217 

 
 

 

 
For more than 42 years, La Casa de Don 
Pedro has made small and large impacts on 
the lives of thousands of people. Alicia 
Muñoz, the Deputy Chief of Staff for the 
City of Newark, shared her memories as a 
child at La Casa that remain with her 35 years 
later. 
  
Alicia and her family moved from Puerto Rico 
to the city’s Central Ward then to the North 
Ward on Summer Avenue in the early 1970’s. 
Her father, a social worker for what was then 
known as the city’s dispensary, stayed well 
informed and knew of just about every family 
program and community center in Newark. 
When Alicia was 9, her father enrolled her 
and her siblings in La Casa’s weekend 
recreational and cultural activities programs.  
 

“What fond memories I have of spending 
Saturday mornings and other times at La 
Casa,” says Alicia. “I can vividly remember an 
arts & craft class where I created a print from 
a metal impression. I was so proud that I had 
the ability to create something so beautiful. 
It made me feel good about myself and I can 
honestly say that was the first time I felt a 
sense of pride in something I did 
independently.” As a child, Alicia always 
saved things near and dear to her and held 
on to that piece of art for many years.  
 
At age 14, Alicia found herself again at La 
Casa. She was assigned to serve as a junior 
counselor as part of the City’s Summer Youth 
Employment Program (which continues 
today). Her position allowed her to share 
with others the same metal impression craft 
she enjoyed so much as a child, creating a 
new fond La Casa memory for other children.  
 

 

In her various positions as a professional 
within Newark’s nonprofit, City of Newark 
administration, and public schools sectors, 
Alicia always stayed in tune with La Casa and 
the programs it offered. “The impact La Casa 
has made on residents and families in 
Newark and the surrounding communities is 
immeasurable,” says Alicia.  “Their services 
have reached several generations on various 
levels and mine is no different.” She has 
made countless referrals to friends, family 
and neighbors, specifically those in Spanish 
speaking communities noting La Casa as a 
one-stop shop for assistance over the years.  
Her nieces and nephews participated in La 
Casa’s after school programs and early 
childhood centers and she herself even 
participated in La Casa’s first time 
homebuyer class. 

Alicia says that La Casa truly serves as a 
community center by providing a place for 
neighbors and friends to meet informally, a 
place that provides tutoring and enrichment 
activities for hundreds of children, and so 
much more. 
 
Alicia thinks the organization has been very 
successful with sticking to its mission and 
goals it sets to accomplish. “I believe that if 
an experience you have as a child carries 
throughout your life, a major impact has 
been made!” says Alicia.  
 
“I am a product of this community and 
someone who has benefitted from La Casa’s 
services. My experience was very enriching and 
I am happy to have it as a long-standing 
memory.”   
                                                  -Alicia Muñoz 

Newark Deputy Shares Impactful 
Childhood Memories at La Casa 
Memories 

“What fond memories I have 
spending Saturday mornings 
at La Casa,” says Alicia. “I 
can vividly remember an arts 
& crafts class where I 
created a print from a metal 
impression…..I can honestly 
say that was the first time I 
felt a sense of pride in 
something that I did 
independently.” 

Deputy Mayor Alicia Muñoz at a recent visit to La Casa. 

The number of home energy assistance 
applications processed by La Casa’s 
Home Energy Assistance team during 
the 2013-2014 season. 
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“Festival de la 
Familia Latina” 
Celebrates 
Latino Culture  
& Contributions 
to Newark  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Civic Leadership 
Program 
Encourages 
Youth to Take 
Action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Childhood Division staff and La Olla Kitchen 
Head Chef offer health food samples to guests at 
the food demonstration  table.  

Residents of Greater Newark celebrated 
Hispanic Heritage Month on October 5

th
 at 

Newark’s 7
th

 Annual Festival de la Familia – 
Latino Family Festival on the Lower Broadway 
commercial corridor. Co-hosted by La Casa de 
Don Pedro, the City of Newark and the County 
of Essex, the lively event was jam packed with 
live music, entertainment, food, art, fitness 
activities, health screenings, and cultural 
exhibitions.  

Highlights included more than 40 community 
organizations and health service providers and 
dozens of volunteers who offered free activities 
and information to families.  For the first time, 
guests enjoyed live samba and capoeira by the 

Samba Novo Company while La 95, closed 
out the event with salsa that brought people 
to their feet. A Celebrity Dunk Tank featuring 
Deputy Mayor Luis Lopez, Newark 
Leadership Academy’s Vice Principal John 
Gonzalez, Kyle Screen, Aide to 
Councilwoman Gayle Chaneyfield Jenkins, as 
well as leadership from La Casa de Don Pedro 
was also very popular. 

Present were Newark Mayor Ras Baraka, 
Newark Deputy Mayor of Civic Engagement 
& Community Partnerships Luis Lopez, 
Newark City Councilman-At-Large Carlos 
Gonzalez, Newark City Councilman-At-Large 
Luis Quintana, North Ward Councilman 

Anibal Ramos and Senator Teresa Ruiz.   

Festival de la Familia Latina was made 
possible by sponsors: Gold: Chase, PSE&G 
and Wells Fargo; Bronze: CarePoint Health 
and TD Bank, and Friend: Santander Bank. 
Other event supporters were: Citi 
Community Development, Horizon NJ 
Health, Popular Community Bank, Saint 
Michael’s Medical Center, Bloomfield 
College, ConnectOne Bank, Essex County 
College, IDT Corporation, 
UnitedHealthcare, Atlantic Federal Credit 
Union, Health Republic Insurance of New 
Jersey, North Jersey Federal Credit Union, 
Quick Quality Restaurants, and Valley 
National Bank.  

 

A child enjoys the obstacle course built by the 
Community Improvement  Division, while Division 
Director, Norma Sessa, cheers him on.  

Seventy-five 4
th

, 5
th

, and 6
th

 graders are 
learning what it means to be responsible 
citizens.  With funding from The NJ 
Department of Education’s 21

st
 Century 

Community Learning Center Program, 
students are embarking on a new, student 
driven after school program in collaboration 
with McKinley School called the La Casa & 
McKinley Civic Learning & Engagement 
Program. Now three months  in, our goal is 
that students will be empowered with the 
tools, confidence, self-awareness, and 
resources to raise their voices and be effective 
change agents on issues that matter to them. 

Within three cohorts of families and led by 
certified teachers, the youth are learning about 
relevant issues in the areas of health, safety, 
and environment and participating in service 
learning projects to help solve the problems 
they witness.   

The students enjoy a range of engaging 
activities such as yoga, nutrition education, 
recreation, and a mural project, in addition to 
traditional homework assistance and tutoring. 

Key program partners include McKinley 
School, host and vital partner, The Rutgers 
University – Newark Cornwall Center for 
Urban Studies to carry out the program 
evaluation, Need In Deed, a Philadelphia 
based nonprofit that encourages 
experimental, civic based learning within the 
public school setting to provide staff training, 
and Yendor Productions, an urban arts 
education organization to work with the 
youth on the mural project.  

 

Educational field trips supplement classroom learning,  
such as a recent visit to Newark City Hall. After meeting a 
council member the students got excited about forming 
their own student council.  

Yendor Productions helps the students  
demonstrate their solutions to health, safety and 
environmental issues through art.Their final 
product will be three colorful community murals 
created together with local artists. 

 

“My favorite part of the 
program is that we are 
giving food and backpacks to 
homeless people so they can 
be happier.  

- Jason Alarcon, 4
th

 Grader 
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#GivingTuesday 
Campaign Helps 
Meet Community 
Needs 

Hundreds of families and children enjoyed 
a more festive holiday season thanks to the 
contributors to La Casa de Don Pedro’s 
#GivingTuesday™ campaign.  La Casa, 
among 50,000+ other partners worldwide, 
joined in the #GivingTuesday movement as a 
way to inspire people to take collaborative 
action to improve their local communities 
and give back in better, smarter ways to the 
charities and causes they support.  The 
#GivingTuesday campaign officially 
launched on December 2nd with a kick-off 
reception held in partnership with Aljira, A 
Center for Contemporary Art and was 
announced citywide by the City of Newark 
with an official proclamation.  

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

families in need, and fulfill wishes for the 
organizations’ community centers. This 
year’s campaign raised over $10,000 and 
collected holiday food and toy donations 
estimated at over $11,000. 

“The most meaningful gift we can give 
vulnerable families in our community during 
the holiday season is a helping hand,” said 
Raymond Ocasio, Executive Director. “We 
are proud  to have met the needs of those we 
serve and are grateful to our supporters for 
helping us meet some of our #GivingTuesday 
goals.” 

Photos from the #GivingTuesday kick-off 
reception and holiday celebrations can be 
viewed at: 
www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro.   

La Casa’s #GivingTuesday campaign was 
made possible due to the support of our  
important partners. Thank you! 
 

 

 
La Casa’s campaign, which ran through 
December 31, set goals to raise funds to 
support the organizations programs  
and services, fulfill holiday toy wishes 
for children, provide holiday dinners for  

 

Gold Ambassadors: 
Anonymous, Rutgers University - Newark 
 

Silver Ambassadors:  
Enrique Dilone, Lanny Kurzweil, Louis and 
Ramona Prezeau through Schwab Charitable 
Fund, Nicholas Scalera, and John Schachtel. 

Bronze Ambassadors: 
Richard Inserro, Jesus Mercado, Security On 
Point and Quick Quality Restaurants. 
 

Friendship Circle Supporters:  
Anonymous, Arcelio Aponte, Margaret 
Cammarieri, Gerald Blume, Eltia Galarza, 
Bruce & Karyn Greenwald, David Grill, Janice 
Kline, Zoraya Lee-Hamlin, Alan Mallach,  
Grizel Ubarry, Gloria Ramos, Rebecca 
Redington, Richard Roper, Lester Taylor, 
and Nancy Waither. 

Introductory Supporters:   

Anonymous, Carlton & Michelle Blake, Lisa Block, 
Anthony Capella, Cicely Cottingham, Elizabeth 
DaSilva, Victor Davson, Rebecca Doggett, Anne 
Englot, Charles Grossman, William Jamison, 
Jacqueline Martinez, MLS Silva LLC, Silvia 
Moreira, Alicia Munoz, Pronesti Surveying, Rita E. 
Robles, Kitab Rollins, Dale Russakoff, Nicholas 
Stevens, and  Michael Zavada.  

In-Kind Donors:   
Annie & Anthony Basile, Muffy & Sil Basile, Friends 
and Family of the Basiles, Mario DeMarco of Basilico, 
The Body Shoppe 360, Mr. & Mrs. Bill Gottdenker, 
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office, Essex County 
Sheriff’s Office, Joseph Farina, Judith Gonzalez, 
Dianna Hume, Cordell Morris-Phipps, I’m So Yoga 
Newark, Michael Melnick of Smart Buy Natural 
Foods, , North Jersey Federal Credit Union, Raymond 
Ocasio, Maridsa Ortiz, Ruthy Perez, Carrie Puglisi, 
Sandra Sam, ShopRite of Kearny, JoAnn Sims, Miriam 
Silver & Joseph Verga, and Kathy White.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro
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Vibrant splashes of color have added new life 
to Newark’s Lower Broadway commercial 
corridor. Planned cooperatively between La 
Casa de Don Pedro, local businesses along 
the corridor, the Lower Broadway 
Neighborhood Association, Yendor 
Productions and other key community 
stakeholders, the team developed The Gates 
Project, a mural program inspired by 
“Transforming Lower Broadway,” a 
community driven neighborhood plan led 
by La Casa and completed in 2011. During 
the planning process residents and business 
owners expressed a desire to see more art 
and developed ideas to not just clean up 
graffiti but to make the corridor more  
attractive and appealing.  

 

Their vision became a reality this past 
summer with funding from the Wells Fargo 
Regional Foundation and the Garfield 
Foundation. Now, fifteen businesses’ roll 
down gates along the corridor have become 
palates that illustrate the community’s 
cultural diversity, traditions and history.  The 
artist and design selection process involved 
members of the neighborhood and local 
artists identified with the support from 
Yendor Productions, a group that works with 
underserved artists and the community.  

 

To some, it may look like just another mural 
painted on a gate, but ask members of the 
Lower Broadway Neighborhood Association 
what they see, and they say the art is 
creating a visual voice in their neighborhood.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact Roberto Frugone, Program 
Director, Sustainable Communities 
Program at 973.485.0701 ext. 4641. Or visit 
the Lower Broadway Neighborhood 
Association’s website at 
http://broadwaynewark.com. 

 

The Gates 
Project: A 
Neighborhood 
Love Story  

The Gates Project coincided with 
streetscape improvements completed this 
past fall, also facilitated by La Casa.  These 
include sidewalk refurbishing, decorated 
pavements, a new parking pattern, trash 
receptacles, bicycle racks, benches and 
lowered lighting.  

 

The partners have been pleased with the 
changes implemented and see The Gates 
Project as an important revitalization tool 
and opportunity to expand their 
community engagement efforts. The 
murals have attracted attention from 
residents as well as new visitors, which is 
helping increase business and is creating 
opportunities for greater economic 
development.  

 

Now that the community’s vision is on 
track to becoming a reality, there is a real 
sense of community. Civic engagement is 
bringing on positive results! This 
experience demonstrates how 
beautification can be a transformative 
experience, both as a tool for resident 
empowerment, as well as for the urban 
community. Our goal is that The Gates 
Project becomes an inspiring model for the 
revitalization of the neighborhood and a 
must-see destination for the city.    

 
Photos from the project can be viewed at 
www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro. 

   

Delicioso Coco Helado (Delicious Coconut Ice Cream) 
at 67 Broadway with a comic depiction. 

D& D Barber Shop at 44 Broadway with added art. 

La Casa’s 23 Broadway Center gate with new added 
energy. 

J & J Convenient Store at 40 Broadway’s new look. 

From the Desk of Ray Ocasio, Continued 

While affordable housing development has 
had its challenges due to the poor economic 
times, we sold all of our homes, and we’re 
working with the City of East Orange to 
develop an affordable housing project. Our 
first time home buyer classes are popular 
although foreclosure counseling continues 
to be in high demand. 

The past few years have been difficult for 
non-profits – the poor economy, restrictive 
revenues and ill-suited policies negatively 
impact the sector. Restricted, flat and 
reduced funding, sustaining programs 
beyond their feasibility, and a financial 
“impairment” for development activities 
impacted our assets at a time when we 
needed to refinance our debt. This made the 
last two years particularly difficult.  Yet, after 
a year of restructuring our financing, 
realigning our programs, tightening our 
“fiscal belts” and more aggressive program 
and fund development efforts, La Casa is in a 
much better position. In the coming year we 
will continue this path and look to the 
promise of new initiatives to advance our 
position and improve the work being done for 
the community and for Newark.  

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro
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Recent Highlights  
La Casa’s 2

nd
 Annual Burgers and Brew 

fundraiser, held on September 4th at 
McLoone’s Boathouse in West Orange was 
by all accounts a success.  Over 150 guests 
enjoyed live music by The Nick Pablo Thang, 
a glassmaking demonstration from 
community partner GlassRoots, a Zumba 
flash mob presented by La Casa’s Family 
Success Center participants, and unlimited 
burgers and seasonal brew all alongside a 
bonfire overlooking the Orange Reservoir in 
Essex County’s South Mountain Reservation.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN OUR NETWORK 

 “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK  
        /lacasadedonpedro 
 

  FOLLOW US /lacasanwk 
 

  FOLLOW US/lacasanwk 
 
GIVE MORE @ 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/ 
lacasadedonpedro 

  
 

Wendy Melenedez, Division Director of Personal 
Development, assists a client at the  DACA Drive. 

Guests enjoyed McLoone’s Boathouse’s ambiance and 
patio at La Casa’s 2nd Annual Burgers & Brew. 
 

 

Join us at our upcoming 2015 Special 
Events Series! 

Our four special events range from our 
traditional fundraiser that attract high 
profile leaders, to celebrations that support 
our community’s rich cultural diversity and 
contribute to community health advocacy 
and outreach. 

La Casa es Su Casa kicks off the series at 
the New Jersey Performing Arts Center on 
April 16

th
. The popular Burgers and Brew 

returns for a third year on September 16
th

 
at McCloone’s Boathouse in West Orange 
while the 8

th
 Annual Festival de la Familia 

Latina, date to be determined, is sure to be 
filled games and fun to celebrate the 
region’s rich Hispanic heritage.  

The event series concludes in October with 
National Latino AIDS Awareness Day, 
held to raise awareness about the severity 
of HIV/AIDS in the community. Stay tuned 
for more information. 

If you cannot attend any of these events 
but want to help support the cause, 
consider making a donation. Give online at 
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/lac
asadedonpedro or contact Tenisha 
Malcolm, at 973.482.8312 ext. 1116 or 
tmalcolm@lacasanwk.org.  

  GIVE MORE @ 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/ 
lacasadedonpedro.  Thank you! 

  

 

Children from our 39 Broadway Early 
Childhood Center participated in the 
center's inaugural Pumpkin Festival in 
October. The teaching staff transformed the 
center's parking lot into a full-fledged 
harvest field with a corn trail, "petting 
zoo,"apple bobbing station” and more. 
Children enjoyed corn on the cob, a pumpkin 
roll contest and even got to pick a pumpkin 
from the "patch." 

Photos from the Festival can be viewed at: 
www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro.   

Our Community & Economic Division 
joined the Housing & Community 
Development Network of New Jersey for 
Lobby Day in June, urging legislators to 
invest in affordable homes and job creation, 
ensure a fair Sandy recovery and address the 
foreclosure crisis. Division Director, Alle Ries 
testified stating, “Homeowners are 
overwhelmed. They come to housing 
counselors like us to help guide them 
through the foreclosure process, free of 
charge. Unfortunately, our caseload is not 
decreasing but our funding has. The 
Homekeeper Program has run out of money, 
so now New Jersey no longer has a program 
to assist the growing number of families 
facing foreclosure.” 

Our Personal Development Division held 
its first DACA Day of Action in October in 

partnership with the Hispanic Federation and 
Telemundo. Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) grants temporary 
immigration relief to undocumented youth. 
The event was very successful with more than 
80 participants.  

Our immigration expertise has been 
recognized regionally. Staff has been featured 
several times on Radio WADO 1280AM, 
sharing their knowledge and offering advice to 
live radio show callers. 

Our Youth, Family & Health Services Family 
Success Center I hosted a successful flu shot 
drive in partnership with the City of Newark's 
Department Health & Community Wellness in 
late October. Approximately 120 people  
received the vaccine. 

Our Youth, Family & Health Services 
Division held National Latino AIDS  

Awareness Day (NLAAD) for the fifth 
consecutive year on October 18

th
 by hosting a 

Latin masquerade event at Newark’s Robert 
Treat Hotel. Nearly 350 people came together 
to enjoy the evening and to raise awareness of 
HIV/AIDS in the community. 
 

Photos from the event can be viewed at: 
www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro. 

Have you noticed our new logo?  Look 
carefully. We removed the “40 years” image in 
front of our name that commemorated our 
40

th
 Anniversary back in 2012. Now that La 

Casa will soon be 43 years old we are excited 
to move forward with our new image. 

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/
mailto:tmalcolm@lacasanwk.org
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lacasadedonpedro
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Visit  www.lacasanwk.org/news-and-events/la-casa-es-su-casa-2015 for sponsorship, journal ad, and ticket 
purchase information or reach us at info@lacasanwk.org or 973.482.8312. 

Editors: Carrie Puglisi, Director of Program & 
Fund Development and Tenisha Malcolm, 
Fund Development Associate. 
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