


Program

Introductions

Robert Falzon Video/Award Presentation

Dinner Served

Live Band Performance

Past, Present & Future Video

Poem by Makayla Rivera

Grizel Ubarry Video/Award Presentation





Message from our 

Board Chairman & President and CEO

Dear Guests,

Thank you for joining us this evening to commemorate an important milestone in the history of La Casa de Don Pedro. Tonight we 
celebrate 50 years of mission-driven service to the Greater Newark Community. This evening’s program will highlight three 
important themes: Celebrating our Past. Serving in the Present. Building for the Future. 

Celebrating our Past. Tonight we take time to acknowledge our founders and fifty years of tireless advocacy, coalition building, 
and justice seeking. As we reflect on the progress our communities have made, we also honor our ancestors and those who came 
before us in this fight for social justice. 

Serving in the Present. We reflect on the many ways we still serve others. We have become a trusted pillar of the community by 
always keeping our doors open to those who need us most, especially women, children, and the disenfranchised. 

Building for the Future. We seek to transform and enhance our impact in our communities by providing services that are holistic, 
integrated, and accessible to all. We will return  to our activist roots by investing  in community organizing and advocacy.

Together, we are building a future for the 50,000+ members we serve annually. For the children we prepare for a life of active 
learning, the thousands of homes we help make safer, the families we support by providing after school and summer enrichment 
programs, and the New Americans who come to us to learn English, Civics, and other critical skills to begin building their version of 
the American Dream.

Thank you for celebrating with us. 

Cincuenta y Pa’lante! Fifty and Onward!
Peter T. Rosario 

President & CEO

Arcelio Aponte
Chairman



Who We Are

Mission Statement

La Casa de Don Pedro, Inc.’s mission is to foster self-sufficiency, empowerment and neighborhood revitalization.

About Us

La Casa de Don Pedro, Inc. (LCDP) was founded in 1972 by a group of local activists seeking to establish educational and 

charitable programs to meet the needs of Newark’s Puerto Rican community.

Named in honor of Don Pedro Albizu Campos, LCDP has since evolved to become the largest Latinx-led organization in the 

state of New Jersey, serving 50,000 Newark and Essex County residents annually under three central pillars: Early Childhood 

(Prenatal, Early Head Start, Head Start, and Pre-K); Healthy Homes (Low Income Heating and Energy Assistance Program 

[LIHEAP], Weatherization, Lead Remediation/Abatement); and Community Empowerment (Women & Family Center, 

Immigration, Workforce Readiness, Youth Enrichment, Housing & Home Ownership Support, and Community Organizing).



Core Values

Justice/Justicia

Breaking down the barriers created by systems of oppression which seek to block equity and liberty for all people.

Love/Amor

It’s not who you love, but how you love. Love is the driving force that guides our mission.

Solidarity/Solidaridad

We stand with ALL marginalized people. Through unity, we will achieve victory.

Excellence/Excelencia

Our duty is to elevate those we serve to a level where they can flourish and reach their fullest potential.

Belonging/Pertenencia

We don’t just invite you in, we want you to feel at home. “La Casa es su casa” will always be our promise.



Board of Directors

Arcelio Aponte, Chairman, Barclays

Rita E. Robles, Vice Chairwoman, Legal Services of New Jersey

Richard Roper, Immediate Past Chair, The Roper Group

Daniel Czerniawski, Treasurer, Actors Federal Credit Union

Antonio Valla, Secretary, Uptown Development

Jesus Mercado, Jr., At Large, eXp Realty

Farhan Ali, McCarter & English, LLC.

Margaret Cammarieri, Retired

Sandra Cruz, Merck & Co., Inc.

Dr. Enrique Diloné, Self-Employed

Dawn Gammon

Steven Gomez, SEED Impact

Dr. Gayle Griffin, Retired

Eltia Montano Galarza, Montano, Galarza, LLC.

Dawn C. Robertson, PGIM Real Estate

Ivette Rosario, Rutgers University – Newark
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Executive Leadership

Peter T. Rosario 
President & CEO

Rosalina “Wendy” Melendez
Vice President of Programs

Garfield Grant
Vice President of Finance and Administration

Ivonne Salazar
Vice President of Development and External Relations













Thank You To Our 

50
th
 Anniversary

Sponsors!



















Thank You To Our 

Champion Sponsors!







Thank You To Our 

Small Business Sponsors!




















